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( ^FAIRFA^ pOUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS J 




. ubiished „ 
ior Ckizensonl^ 
Fairfax Gounty 



Linlon Deck; Divisiorf Superintendent 



10700 Page Avenue - Fairfax, Virginia 22030 



Dear Pgifentsf > ^ ' , ^ 

Testing caa'be a positive qlement In Improving the Instruction and learning of the student In 
your family. Both we In the schools and you as parents need to understand how te^s are used, 
and what. they measure. " • 

. Mhls FAMILYGI^. we try toonswer severe! lmf>Drta^ 

of them are reqCjIred? \A/hat can they rneasure? What can't they nneasure? Too often; we 
educators tesort to the mystical and highly technical Jargon about testing, leaving parents with 
the feeling that testing Is. something they can never undeptandl - - 

In my view, what tests dp best Is assist teachers In diagnosing learning n^ds. Test? areplso one 
way— though not necessarily the most Important one— of measuring student achievement, 
Testing can provide useful Information, but It can supply only part of the Information ^hot Is 
needecJ to make soured epJucatlonal decisions. Teachers/administrators, and parents need also 
to look at quality of homework; written work, participation In class discussions, teacher-osslgned 
grades, and the studenf s application of what has been learned. • 

Different types of tests given In FCPS provide different kinds of Information. Some tests can help 
teachers determine how your child Is doing In school; others assess instructional programs; and 
still others provide assistance In helping all of us know how v^ell our schools are doing In relatlori to 
a ^var^ety of national standards. 

/Many of the tests are mandated either by the vl^nla Departrheritof Education or 6y Fairfax 
.County. Others are given for the purpose of gaining addltlonal-clues to help individual students 
by providing more diagnostic Information for teachers. I am Cdncerned'about the amount of 
testing that occurs, and I have directed the FCPS staff to ensure that the tests vye glv& serve onl/ 
the purpose of Improving the Insfructlon and learning of students. > 
As you kr^ow. FolTfcx County students generally score well above national overages on tests. 
However, it Is very Important that these results, as well as those for other teists; are interpreted ■ 
correctly and used appropriately by educators, students; parents, and other citizens, with on 
understanding of their purposes and their limitations, Tests have^ severe limitations', and often 
parents and educators have ascribed more importance to test results than they really deserve. 

It Is my hope that, after you have reod this FAMILYQRAM. you will In a better position to 
discuss and use test results for the Improvement of your child's education. and/,in Cooperation 
with the schools, to continually Improve the quality of the entire education 'progrdpri in Fairfax . 
County.^ . : . \. . ' 

Sincerely. 




SPRING 1982 • 



, Unton Deck 
Division Superintendent 



TESTS CAN BE USED 
TO IMPROVE/, 
INSTRUCTION ^ 

The tests students ore most -often given are 
achievement tests made by their ^chers> 
These teacher-made tests are port of thd r^^ • 
ular classroom programs. They provide one ' 
way of' looking at your child's progress In 
•school. o 

Norm-referenced tests and criterion-cefer- 
e need tests are the two other types of achieve- 
ment tests that are used. These tests provide 
additional Information that cpn help to guide . 
lr\structIon. These two tyoes of tests hove 

different designs and ' 
purposes • . 

"PERMISSION TO REPRODUCE THIS 
;. MATERIAL HAS BEEN GRANTED BY/ ; 
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hat ore norm-referenced tests? What . 
COP they tell obout.a stCident that othfer 
tests Cannot? 

Norm-referenced tests (sometimes called 
stan^ardiz0dtests)are (designed tocompqre 
jA^hatyourchildren have leamedabout a sub- . 
J9ct like reading or math \n\\\\ wtiqt othe'r stu- 
dents ticve leamied about those sarne sub- ' 
J6cts. Norm-referenced tests, such as the SRA. 
usually cover material taught In most schools . 
In subjects llke'reading. language arts, math.' 
sclence.and social studies. They do not neces- 
. sdrlly test preciselV.Nvhatyour chllcj is learning 
in Ms or her Fojito :ficsuhty c las^room. 



Norm-refer6f(i^.^fe^s' derivJl) this namjg 
because they conPipare an Individual's per- 
fbrrnance with that of a g/oup called a norm 
group. The norm group Is corrprlsed of 
dentsfromcill kinds of schools from all ports of 
the coanfry. Once a norrrweferonced test Is 
developed. It [s glyen to^thls large ^notional 
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sample, usually several thousand students. 
Results of this norm group's testing ore anal- 
yzed and ranked, later, v^en your child takes . 
thatest. h Is or her scores con be compared td 
tn& results offhls nArm group by using scores 
such OS pefcentlle$. stonlnes. and grade 
^ulycients. These ore merely different vs/ays 
of comparing howwell on Individual perfornns 
of> the test compared to the norm groufl 
These^scores ore described In more^detail on 
page' 6 . - - , , 

What ore criterion-referenced tests and 
how ore they different from norm-refer- 
enced testi? 

The m^aln difference Is , that g criterion- 
referenced test, iueh as oProgrom of Studies 
test, gives specific infornnatlon about vvhot o 
student has or has not learned about speci- 
fied skills or, objectives, it does not compare 

' one studenf s performance to that of a norm 
gro.up. A nonTHefereficed test con tell you 
X\o\N your chlfd cornpores to the norm group 

' in math or rBoding. But a criterion-referenced 
test can tell you rT}6re specIflcoJIy whether he 
6r she con. for example, use zero^ correctly in 
nr\uItIplicatiori prfcon Identify the main Idep in 
a story. / ' • » ' 
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How ate thejhree differerit types of tests used? 



CLASSROOM aEACHER-MApE) TESTS help 
teachers find out how much students are 
learning about \A/hat Is being taught .In the ' - 
class, They let teachers know whether or notv^ ' . 
students are TQady to nnoveon to the next unit 
or level of the subject. Aldpg with other Infer-. 
matlon;Classroonntest?areoftenusedtohelp ^ 
the teacher determine a youngster's grades 
In school. ^. i:, 



. CRITERION-REFERENCED TESTS help teachers 
make decisions atpout what skills wittilhasub- 
Ject a student still needs to learn. Teachers use 
Information obtained frorn criterion-refer- 
enced tests to plan students' Indlyldual learn- 
ing programs. Using these tests during the 
school year helps teachers to see how wel I the . 
learning program Is working and hoW It can 
be Improved. 



ORM-RJEFttENCED TESTS^provlde . a school 
or the schoolWstrlct with a standard, or yard- 
stick, to measure the success'of its curriculum < 
and programs. They also help teachers by 
' prpvlding onelrrdlcotldn of IndlvidualstuderSt 
achlevehneTit. . - . ' ' 



Are my child's test scores available to 

me? . , ' 

Yes. Some score reports are sent home with 
your thild. Others might be seen In a parent- 
teacher conference. Occasionally a score 
report may be sent througWhe mall. 



SR A Tests 



• In FCPS. the most widely used norm-refer 
renced tests are the "SRA tests." so-called 
because they were developed by Science 
Research Associates Inc. These tests are 
. selected by the Virginia Department of Edu- 
cation, and thpy are required for studenfs In 
grades 4. 8. and 1 1 . 1 n Fairfax County, students 
In ^rade 6 also take the SRA tests. , 

Will th'0 same SRA tests that were used 
last y0ar be used this year? 

No. Recently the Virginia State Department 
of Education selected the 1 978 edition of the ^ 
SRA tests to replace the 1971 edition. It dirdc- ' 
ted that the tests be given In the spring, rather 
than In the fall as had been done In the past. 
In March of this year the 1978 edition of the 
SRA tests will be administered for the first time 
In the Fairfax County Public Schools. These 
new tests measure.essentlaliy the same skills, 
but have beerr completely rewritten by SRA; 
different questions are asked. These "new" 
197atests Involved a new norm population 
of students. Since scores will be related to this 
new . norm population, fesults will not be 
directly compafabie with thos^ from the *'oid" 
1971 edition. 

/what are the SRA tests like? What do they, 
measure? 

The SRA tests are printed in test bool<lets. 
Students mark their answers on separate 
answer sheets. Students co/Dpiete the tests In 
approximately five hours, over several days., . 
The que^lons on the test are multiple-choice^ 
itenns. ranging from easy tb tlifflcult. which 
can be answered and scored more quickly 
than can essay-type tests. The test measures 
wtiat your child learns both in and out of 
school and provides measures both of ^u- 
catlonai ability and of educational achleve- 
' ment The subjects ^which are tested In the 
achlevernent sections are reading, mathe- 
rpatlcs. language arts, social studies, science, 
and use of reference materials. " ' 

What do the SRA test results look like? 

The SRA results are reports of scores as they 
relate to scores from a national norm group. 
Results are reported In scores such qs percen- 
tiles, grov^ scale values, grade equivalents 
and stanlnes. and are discussed^ more 



detail on page 6. 



Is It likely that my child's 5RA results will 
be much different from those of stu- 
dents my child's age who ^ook the SRA » 
last year? 

Your child's' results may be .'somewhat dif- 
ferent this year. The SRA tests usejl In FCPS for 
the past nine year^^ere administered to a 
large rfatlonwidesarnpie In 1.971. Thl^wasthe 
normlng group. Since that*tl me. performance 
of Fairfax students on these tests has been . 
compared to that 1971 standard. The new 
SRA tests were normed in,1978. again using a 
large.' but different nationwide sample of stu- 
dents. When the new SRA tests are scored. 
Fairfax students will- be compared with the 
new 1978 national group. Where your young- 
ster stands In relation to this new group may 
bequltedifferentthanthissamechlid'sstand- 
Ing would have been In relation to the old 
1971 group. We are using a new standard, or . 
yardstick, and where our students stand in 
relation to this national yardstlck^ay be dlf-^ ■ 
ferent than In the past. 




PERCENTILE YARDSTICK FOR OLD <1971) TEST 


24th 51st n 
percentile porcontllo pore 


tti 95th 
sntlle percentile 



17th . 
percentile 



45th 73rd 95th 

percentile percentile percentile 



PERCENTILE YARDSTICK FOR NEW (1978) TEST 



Similar achievement on both old (1971) and 
new (1978) tests may give different national 
percentiles. This exannple Is token from the 4th 



grade test of reading. For differentgrddesand 
different tests, the compdrlsons will bo dlf- 
ferent. 



■ .1 • 0 

Using an example unrelated to testing, one 
way of looking at changing stgndards is by 
thinking about how standards may shift In 
another situation, such as the following ex- 
■ perience of Don Schoiidnder. Oiycnpic swim- 
ming champion and world record-holder. Jn 
the 1964 Olympics. Schoiiander won the Gold 
Medal for swimming t()e 100 meter free style 
event In 63.4. if he had swum the same event 
In the next Olympiad in 1968. his time would 
not have qualified him for any meddl, be- 
cause even the swimmer who \yon the third 
place Bronze Medal recorded a faster time 
than Schoiiander did four years earlier, in- 
deed, the standard, or yardstick, changed, 
becauso the 1968 swimmers were much fast-' 
er than the 1964 swimmers, in the testing 
situation, the performance of the national 
norm group for some grades taking the SRA 



test, like the peiforrr^ances of Olympic swinrv 
mers. has Improved. Performance of other 
grades has declined. 

Will Fairfax County's test results from the 
SRA (1^78 "new" edition) be different 
from the resultsof the 1971 "old" edition? 

it Is very llkejy that they may be. Based on 
information from SRA. the Virginia State Depart- 
ment of Education says . . . 'Vvo have a fairlye 
good idea of how the national percentiles will 
change from the .'old' .to 'new* Sl^ tests. 
iBased on the national equatihgs of ttie two 
tests, we expect the percentile rdnkingsdt the 
4th grade lev^obe lower. 8th grade percent- 
iles to be about the same, and 11th grade 
percentiles to iDe higher These changes are 
attributab^to differences in the performan- 
ces of th^^^nal norm group samples." 
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In summary, reasons scores from the 1978 ' 
SRA test edition might vary from the scores of * 
the ^97^ SRA test edition Include these: 

• The 1978 edition represents an entirely new 
set of tests 

• The norm Infomnatlon for the 1978 editlpn • 
represents different samples of students from 
different sets of schools than those used In the 
1971 edition 

• Average achievement levels across the 
nation, may* have Increased or decreased 
between 1971 and 1978' / 

Actually, score changes resulting frpm use 
of different test editions might be compared 
to gas mileage differences between older 
and newer cars. In. the past, 18 miles to the 
gallon was about average for a middle-sized 
car With recent automobile changes, this ^1 8 
MPG is corislderably less than average; In 
fact, many p^eople expect -to get twice that, 
THe "new" SRA tests, like the cilitomoblies, 
have changed. Comparisons of scores from . 
the two test editions could be very confusing 
and misleading. ' 

How Important orethe SRA test scores In 
making decisions about my child? 

' SRA test scores are only orie rrSeqsure of a 
student's** performance in the arecfs tested. 
Thes^ scores cannot provide a complete pic- 
ture qf all the abilities anti accomplishments 
of your child. Decisions rhade about your 
child are based on ail available Information. 
Test scores provide Just one piece of this 
Information. . 



POS Tests 



!t Is very likely that yourjg^d'has taken Pro- 
gram of Studies (POS) tesTs, often referfed to 
as the **POS tests." These are a series of 
criterion-referenced tests developed by Fair- 
fox County Public Schools teachers, curricu- 
lum specialists, and testing personnel'^tp mea- 
sure selected objectives from the Fairfax 
County- curriculum. Program of Studies. They 
are currently available for objectives In math 
(grades 3-8) and reading (grades 2-7). 
Development of PQS tests began ct the ele- 
rrientary school leVel.ln order to meet a state 
requirement of giving, at least ^annuglly, 
criterion-referenced tests In reading and math 
to students In grades 1-6. In most grades the 
PCS tests are used I nsteod of the VIrg in la State 
Basic Learning Skills Tests. (See schedule on 
p. 6 ). Alt hough the POS tests may be given to 
high school students, they are wrltten^to the 
elementary and Intermedldfe school currl- 
,culum. 

What Is the^lrfox County Program of 
Studies (POS)? 

The Program of Studies consists of hand- 
books which describer the basic curriculum In 
ail subjectareas of the PQPS Instructlongjl prp- 
grom. The goals and objectives that are out- 
lined for each grade level or subject area 
were developed cooperatively by teachers,, 
curriculum specialists, princl|Dals and other 
adrnlnlstratofs. Curriculum objectives have 
been placed at the grade level atwhich most 
students achieve them. These handbooks are 
available at each school and In publid librar- 
ies for reference. 



KAiHrAX COUMTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
DEPAH'TMENT OP PLAKMIMG AHD DEVeLOrMCNT SEAVICES 
OPFICB OP EESBARCB AHD EVALUATION 

FKUGRAH OF STUDIES TEST SCORE REPORT 
INDIVIDUAL SKILLS PROFILE 



TIHT MAMKt 
"^iMUT DATBt 



4TBIMATICS. LEVEL 3. POEM A 



NAME I 

STUDENT MO; 

CLA8SI 

SCHOOL; 



CEADE 



TEE rOEPOSE OP jniS EEPOET 18 TO PEOVIDE TEST EESULTS TO STUDEKTS AMD 
'PAEKKTlt. ^ ■ X 

ACC0EDIH6 TO TODE XtST{ SCOEESi 

YOU AEE AILS TO 
PXKO T8E DXPPEEEHCE» TMEU 4 DiCJbX MIHUEHDS AMD 3 DIGIT 

SDITEAHEHDS, UItB OE VITBOUT EEGEODPIMG. (8DETE8T I) 

use CALENDAR; URITE THE DATE USING NUMERALS; SOLVE 

UORD PROBLEMS USING A CLOCK. (SUBTEST 8) 

DErlME PERIODS OK TIME . " . . " (SUBTEST 13) 

TELL TIME TO TBE NEA-RES.T KINUTE; STATE MINUTES BEFOHE/AFTEH 

TBE hour; use AM/PM to DESCRIBE FARTS OF THE DAY. (SOBTEST 14) 



YOU MAY HEED HELP TO 
DETEEMXHi THE SUM OP POUE ADDEHDS TBEOUGB POUE DIGITS, 
VBBES EEGROUPXNG IS EEQUIEED. ^ 

SOLVE ORE-STkP UORD PRUBLEMS FOR SUMS TBRU lUUO. AND SULVK 

ONS-STKP AND TWO-STEP ADDITION AND SUBTRACTION UORD 
■ PROBLEMS* ^ 

IMTBRPRBT INPORJOiTIOH OB HAR AND LINE CRAPHS. 



(8UBTE8T 2) 



(SOBTEST 6) 

(SUBTEST 12) 



YOU MEED TO LEAEN TO ^ 
PXHO THE MXS8IHG TEEM XH ADDITIOH. SUBEACTIOH, MULTIPLICATIOH 

AHD DIVI8X0H STATEMEHTS. (SUBTEfX 3) 

MULTIl'LY TO GET PRODUCTS THROUGH BI;MULTIPLY VERTICAL 2 DIGIT 

FACTORS BY I DIGIT FACTORS WITH REGROUPING. > (StJBTEST 4) 

DIVIUE DIVIDENDS. OF 6l OR LESS AND REMAINDER IS 0; DIVIDE 

3 DIGIT MUkuER EHDINC IB 0. BT ONE DIGIT NUMBER . REMAINDER 
« IS 0. , ' (SUBTEST 5} 

SEQUBBCE 4 DIGIT NUMaERS; lUEHTIFT PLACE VALUE FOR >1UMBBRS 

THRU t> DIGITS; WRITE 1/3, 1/4, 1/5. 1/8, FOR SHADED AREA .( SUBTEST 7) 
ADD COINS AND BILLS THROUCH SU-OU; BUY AND MAKE CHANCE THRU I 

$5.0U; SOLVE ONE AND TWO-STtp (+,-) WORU I\RO»LEMS TURO SW. f 

* ^ (SUBTtST) 

PXWU PERIMETERS Of POLYGONS , NO MORE THAN 4 SIDES; STATE 

METRIC &' ENGLISH LENGTHS & WEIGHTS; READ CENT & FAURKNUEIT 



TUERHOMETER. - 



(SUBTEST 10) 



What are the POS tests? What do they 
measure? t 

The POS tests are Instructional tools for , 
teachers and are best used to plan for ongo 
Ing Instruction In a specific classroom for a 
specific ch I W. ^ ' . 

The POS tests are booklets containing a var- 
iety of small testsi^each heaving questions on a 
' selected objective from the POS.. They are |p 
multiple choice forriKat. Results from such a 
test showNA^ether or notycxjr child has learned 

, specif Ic skills listed In the FCPS curriculum. The 
tests attempt to give teachers Information 
about the most Important basic skills a stq- 
dent must leam. ^ 
* Some basic skills are be^ *1ested" through 

, the teacher's observations of a child's dally 
classroom pcrtlclpotlory^amples of the Im- 
portant skills a child will need but which are 
difficult to test In a multiple-choice format 
^ are: whether or not a child can write clearly; 
sound out difflcultwords; and assume re^n- 
slbillftj^Jddltlonal Importantinfofrnotlon \^ 
teachers need In order to Instruct a child 
effectively in math and reading/ is attitude 
toward and ability In a subject. POS tests do : 
not measure the§e- 



What do POS tests tell ajfyout my child? 
Will! see the results? 

The POS tests tell teachers and others In 
schools about the Instructional r^eedsof IndU 
vidua! students. For specific skills the tests 
Identify: : ^ 

• What your child Is aole to do 

• What your child may need help to do 

• What your child needs to leam fo do 

If your^qhlld's POS test Is scored at the 
.school, your child's teacher reports the results 
to you. If the P0.§ test Is score^l by the FCPS 
Office of Research and Evaluation, your school 
will receive a computer-printed score report. 
This report may bS sent home or discussed qt 
a parent conference. A sample report Is 
shown above. i- 
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HELP YOURSELF (cent, from p. 5) GLOSSARY 



BY FINDING MORE INFORMATION 
• • Agcxxd free publication Is '-Your Child and 
Testlnj3/'by Enid B. Hemdon, published by the 
National Institute of Education^ It Is available 
fronn Consumer Information Center, Dept. 
520J. Pueblo, Colorado, 81 009. 

• Your questions on tests can be answered 
by your child's teachers and counselors, and 
the school principals. They may refer you to 
the area office, or to the Office of Research 
and Evaluatlon (960-6000),the office of FCPS' 
' Deportment of Planning and Development 
' Services which prepared this Issue of FAMILY- 
GRAM. ■ 



NORMS— Numerical scores that summarize 
how the pupils In the norming sample did on 
the te'st. Several types of the scores, or norms, 
are explained on the chart of scores found 
below. When the term "norm" Is used, Jhls 
generally meansthe overage score obtained 
by the norm group. 

PERCENTILES— Scores which tell where a stu- 
dents test performance places him or her In 
relation to the^students In.the norm group. 
Percentiles range from 1 to 99 and tell you 
what percent of the norm group the student 
did better.than. They have nothing to do with 
the percentofthequestlonsa student answers 
correctly. Exannple: A percentile score of 70 
does not mean the pupil answered 70 per- 
cent of the question^ correctly. Instead, It 
means that' the student's score was as good 
as, or betterthtin, 70 percent of the students In 
the norrri sample. This also means that the 
other 30 percent did better than this student. 



PERCENTILE BANDS— Expressed as a range of 
scores; If a student took the same test several 
times, his or her score would fall within this 
range (band). 

EDUCATIONAL ABIUTY TESTS'-A measure of a 
student's ability to do school work. Generally, 
these tests do not measure subjects taughf In 
school. Instead, they measure a wide range of 
• skills associated with verbal, numerical, and 
reasoning abilities. These skills are considered 
to be Important for success In school. Scores 
on these tests are Influenced by nnany factors 
(family,* experlences(, culture, previous suc- 
cess In school etc.). . ' 

ACHIEVEMENTTESTS— Ameasureofhowmuch 
a pupil has already learned about school Sub- 
jects, like math, reading, or science. 



• . UNDERSmNDiNG THE SCOPES- ^ ' 

Test scores should be thought of as an Indication, never as an absolute measure, of your cl4lld's achievement. To get thQ most accurate picture, 
,test scores should always beused with other Informatlonaboutyour child. Following Is a list of commonly available test scores and sorne samples of 
. questions which' can and can not be answered by each type of score. « " ' • ^ ^ 

I: QUESTIONS WHICH CAN AND CANNOT BE ANSWERED USING VARIOUS TYPES OF SCORES 



lype arid Description of Score 



Questions Which Con Be Answered With 
Various Scores 



Questions Which Connof Be Answered 
With Various Scores 



MASTERY 

bn'a criterion-referenced test, a ''score" of 
mastery Indicates which of the skills tested a 
student has learned (mastery). A "score" of 
nbrv-mastery Indicates which of the skills 
tested a student still needs to v^^ork on. 



• Can Ted use zeros correctly In multiplica- 
tion? 

• Can Judy read a sftory and identify the 
main Idea? 



• Is Susan ready for the next grade? 

• Ho\y does Carl's reading performohce 
pompdre with other stude nts his age? . 



G(2ADE EQUIVALENT (GE) ' » 

A GE score of 8.2 for a 6th grader Is an esti- 
mate Indicating that he or she did as well 
as would the average student In tijie 2nd 
month of the 8th grade— /fVhe 8th grader 
had taken 'the some 6th grade test It does 
no/ meap the student Is ready for the 8th 
grade.' . 



• How does Dave's perfofjnance compare 
with the performance of the national sam- 
ple at his grade? 

e According to what fWs test measures. Is - 
my child reading at grade level? 



• Does Mdr/s grade equivalent score of 6.3 
mean that she should be placed In grade 
6? ^ - : 

• Doesn't Kal's score of 7.2 mean that he 
should be doing 7th grade' work? 



PERCENTILE 

The percentile describes where a studenfs 
performance stands In relation fo the norm 
group. This means that a student who 
scored at the 98th pejrcentlle did better 
than 98 percent, of the norm group. 



• Is Jason's achlevemerit akxjve or iDelow 
the norm? 

• How does Helen's performance compare 
>)wlth third graders across the country? 



'^0 What percent of the total number of 
questions did Lewis answer correctly? 

• Is "School X" doing twice as well as our 
. school? ' 



GROWTH SCALE VALUES (GSV) " /i I 

these are scores which can be used to trace # Is Linda doloo better tpls year than we 

student growth from.y^r to year and to would have expected based on her pre- 

I predictexpected achievement within each* vlous GSVs? ; » 

s'ubjecfarea. , 4^ . * 

~ '■ '■ ' '■ J 



STANiNE 

A score on a 9 point scale where the aver- 
age score Is 5. pnd the highest Is 9. Uke per- 
• centlles. these scores compare a stude nfs 
I' performance to that of the norm group. 



• Are there differences In Cheryl's 
achievement In different "subject areas? • 



• Does my child need a tutor? 

•'Does Byron's achievement match his 
{^lllty? • 



• Is Betsy's class learning faster than Janef s 
ctass? 

• Does Kevin know the most Important 
skills? 



•CRT: "Criterion-referenced tests/NRT: Norm-referenced tests 
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Are POSlests normed to Fairfax County 
students at my child's grade level? 

No, they are not noriTTed. The POS tests are 
crlt6rloa-;efefenced tests. They provide Infor- 
mation f6r the Instruction of Individual stu- 
dents and notjor corhparlson among^ stu- 
dents. The POS tests telh how your child Is 
performing on selected skills. The^lests do not . 
provide Information orl how well your, child Is . 
performing In relation to other students at his 
or her grade '^^^'^'^ 

Will my child receive an overall nurrier'? 
Icql ^ore after taking a POS test? 

Ub, Performance Is described In terms of 
mastery or non-hnastery of selected POS skills. ' 
There are no ^percentiles, norms," numeflcal 
totals, or bther scores such as you might find 

» wllh a norrh^referenced test like the SRA. The 
reason Is thatA^our child's POS test results are 
criterion refere|iced; the 4ests' are not de- 
signed to make cbmparispns between stu-. 
. .dents or groups of^studentsA^e POS tests are 
Instructional tools for teacherssond are best 

^ used to plan for bn^9lng Instruc^r^ in a spe- 
cific classroom for specific children; 

"If my child. takes a PCS test which Is 
higher or lower than rT?y child's grade 
level placement, shoul^ he or she be 
placed in that grade? * 

Not ordinarily. Not all of the POS objectives 
are tested at each grade level; further^ each 
<jhlld In the class may be worklnq^at<r differ- 
ent level Rather than proceedings the new 
objectives at the next grade level, the teacher 
may declcle to support or enrich objectives at 
the current' grade level./ln addition, your 
child's teachers must con^der other Irlforma- 
tion before nnaking such Important decisions' 
as either grade placeqnent or rea<^lngvand 
math groOp placement. Such other informa- 
tion would Include: classroom participation; . 
application of skills; peer irjteraction; quality 
of homework; scores from teacher- made class- " 
room tests; and the teacher's observation of 
your child In the classroorfi day by day. " \ 

The results from any one test are only one 
way ofHooklng'at your child's progress \n , 
school. The best picture of your child's growth 
and development can be gained from regu- 
lar contact with your child's teacher, to find 
but about progress Iri all academic ancL 
social areas. ' ^ ' - 

Do all elementary arfd Intermediate 
schools administer the POS tests? 

Ves. ; . 

. . V f 
When are they administered? 

The' timing and scheduling of the tests at 
each school are decided upon by the princi- 
pal ond coordinated by the school's test 
coordinator. POS tests may be administered 
at any time of the year, and at several times If 
a teacher or principal desires; At somesc hoote, .. 
priDcl pais and teachers might have some or 
all students take POS tests within a specified . 
period of time. At other schools they might 
decide that each classroorri of students, or 
Individual students, willheed to take the tests 
periodically throughout the school yedr. Con- 
tact your school If you wish to know when your 
* child will be taking a POS test. ^ 



OTHER 

REQUIREDTESTS 



What other tests Is my child required to 
.take? 

V METROPOLITAN READINESS TESTS (MRT) 

' The-Metropolltari Readiness Tests ^MRT) are 
• given to all kindergarten, children at the end' 
of the school year. As the naQpie suggests, they 
are' used assist teachers and prfnclpqis 
detemnlne whether a child Is ready for place- ' 
menMn grade one. The MRT measures the^ 
level of development of sklllsand abilities that 
contribute to "readlness''forflrstgrade instruc- 
"tiori. Scores on^the MRT also give first grade . 
teachers diagnostic Information which can 
be used for grouping children for Instrvjctlpn, 

DIFFERENTIAL APTITUDE TESTS (DAT) 

The Differential Aptitude Tests (DAT) /are 
administered In all Fairfax County high schools. 
Each high school has the option to test stu- 
dents'ln either grade 9 or 10. The DAT mea- 
sures strengths In eight abilities (vertxil fea- , 
sonlng, numerical ablllty,4abstractrea^^bnlng, 
clerical speed dnd accuracy, mechanical • 
reasoning, space relations^ spelling and lan- 
guage usage). Scores In these eight areas are 
-used by cour^lorswhenassistlnq.studentsln^ 
career.plannlng. ' ■ 



VIRGINIA Minimum competency tests 

By mandate of the General Assembly of Vir- 
ginia. In order to receive a diploma ffom a 

"public high school, a student must demon- 
strate minimum competericiB in reading ard 
mathematics on vVglnla Minimum Com: 
petericy Tests presolbed by the State Board 
of Education. Students take these tests for the 
fTrst tinrte in grade^ ten. If a student does not 
pass one or both/fests as a tenth grader, he or 

, she has additional opportunities Ip eleventh 
and twelfth' grades to retake the tests (see 
schedule on poge 6 ). 

. ' . « . . . f ^ . 




OTHER TESTS 

Are there other tests which my child 
ilDlghttake? 

YES. if he or she Is In.'or bel ng considered for, a 
. special'FCPS program. ^ 

; • students In the English as g . second larv- 
; .guage' (ESL) program take the California 
^ Achievement Tests (CAT) In the spring, 

• Students In Title I programs suctujs Step Up 
Language Arts (SULA) and Math and Read- 
ing Skillabs (MARS) take the Metropolitan 
AchIevementTests(MAT)Inthefall ard spring. 

. • Students *belnjg considered for programs 
• for the gifted/tdiented take the Otis-Lennon . 
Mental Ability Test In Jqnuary. 

YES, if he or she is being tested for a specific 
purpose at the school level. 

• .Stu^nts being considered for special 
IhstruCTion and/or prpgranris might take, the 
Stanford DIaqnostlc. Reading Test (SDRT) or 
the Stanford Diagnostic Mathematics Test 
.(SDMI). 

• Students seeking Information about career r 
' choices might take any of several Interest/ 

aptitude surveys such as JOBO or Harrlng- 
tori/O'SheaSystemforCareerDecislprvMaklng. 

• Students may take optioriql school tests 
such as the Metrppoiltan Achlevernent Tests 
(MAT) In ordefcto provide Irifomnqtlon fO{ the 
■school's use in planning iristructioh. 

, YES. If he or she is considering college or 
employment after high school 

• Students seeking admission to college 
may elect to take the"*ColIege Boards" or 
'Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT) and/or one or 
more of several achievement tests offered by 
the Educational Testing Service (ETS). Prince- . 
ton, N.J. Each high school provides Informa- 
tion about reglstr^on. cost. location, etc.; 
students are responsible for maklrig arran- 
gements tojake the test(s). ' . 

• Students considering a career In the armed 
services can take the Armed Services Vocd- 
itlonal Aptitude Battery (ASVAB). which Is 
offered at no cost to the student, 
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■ '■-■[■y^'-r.:-- - ' ' SCHEDULE OF REQUIRED TESTS ' . 

Cbuntywlde admfnlstratlon of several tests Is required each year by ^the Virginia Department of Education or the Fblrfax County School Board. 
Following Is the 1981-82'schedule of these tests, • * . 



Tests 



JL 



' Grade(s) Test Datesf 



Results Available 



^urceof ; ' 
Requirement 



NORM-REFERENCED TESTS 

• Metropolitan Readiness Tests (MRT) , 

Measure jsklfis necessary for successin beginning reading 
and mathematics. ► \ , 

• SRA Achievement/Educational Ability Serres(SRA). 
Measure bqsic skills; provide Inform^atlon on educational 
development In broad content areas and an estimate of 
educational ability. ^ - ' 

• Differential Aptitude Tests (DAT) ' ' 
Measure strengths In 8 abilities; provide Information 
usefuMn planning future study. ■ 

C(i?rERION-REFERtNCED TESTS ,^ / 

« Virginia Basic Learning Skills Tests (BLS): 

. Reading ' . > 

' Mathematics > > 

Measure state<idopted minimum skills; provide fnfomnotlori 
on the mastery of each objective tested. ' 

• Program of Studies (POS) Tests: 

Redding . ^ - 

Mathematics- 
Measure selected county-odopted objectives; provide 
Information on the mastery of each objective tested. 

0 Virginia Minimum Competency Tests ' 
Measure state-adopted minimum corripetency skills In 
reading and mathematics which are required fdr 
graduation. Provide Informptlon on each skill . tested. 



K . May 3-7. 1982 



June 



4. 6; 8. 1 1 March 15-26. 1982 June 



9 or 10 



1 ^ 
1&2 



2- 7 

3- 8 



12^ 
10. 11.12' 
123 



September 9- 
October3b. 1981 



Mid-December 



County , 



State/ 
County 



County 



Varies by school 

Varies by school 

October 5-9. 1981 
March 1-5/ 1982 
May 10-June 18. 1982 



Shortly after testing State 



Two to four vs/eeks 
after testing 



Decenr^ber 
MId-Apm 



State/ 
County 



State 



May/ June 
(hand-scored) 



'^Students In the class of 1982 who had ndt achieved passing scores, ^ ' . . 

^Students In the class of 1984 and those students In the classes 1982.qnd 1983 who have not achieved passlqg scores. 
3StudentsIn the class of 1982 who have not achieved passing scores. ; ' . 



/ 



/ 
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HELP YOURSELF 

BY HELPING YOUR SrtDENTTO DO BEHER ON 
TESTS . : . 

0 Try not to be overly anxlpus about test 
scores. Too much emphasis can k>e upsetting 
to children. 

# Give your student encouragement. Praise 
your child for doing his or her best. 

^ Don't Judge your student on the basis of a 
test scofe. Jest scores are not perfect mea- 
sures of what your son or daughter can do; 
many skills and abilities cannot be measured 
by paper-and-penci! tests. 

# Me^t with your studenfs teacher often to 
discuss his or her progress. 

# Ask the teac her to suggest activities for you 
to do with your student at home that wllj help 
prepare for tests. . ■ ^. ■ 

# Make sure your child attends school regu- 
larly and completes assigned homework. 

# Make sure your student Is well rested and 
alert on school days, especially on test days. 

# Provide a good looming environment at 
■home-a place to study, plus, a variety of 
books and magazines to read. 



BY ASKING QUESTIONS OF YOUR STUDENfS 
TEACHERS AND PRINCIPALS ' 
. 9 What are the skills my child Is expected to 
learn this year? 

# How will you evaluate my child's progress 

. thlsy©ar7H6wdoyou use teacher-mode tests^ 
•and sto ndorcilzed tests to evaluate my child's 
progress? What other Indlcators do^ou use to 
Judge progress? 

# Do the mondotpd tests used In FCPS (e.g.; 
POS. Sf^A) measbfe what you tedch? 

# What skills or attitudes are not^eosured 
by these tests? 

« How often do you test my student to find 
out what he or she has Idamed? 

# What do the test scores mean? Are the 
results consistent with my studenfs classroom 

' perfarr^once? If not/ what factors ore con- 
tributlnjj to this difference? Should I be con- 
cerned about a dfscrepancy between test 
scores and classroom performance? 

# What can I do at home to help? 

# Are the schoolsdoing onyth Ing to give stu- 
dents practice In taking tests? * 



. # Are all of the tests multiple-choice tests? . 
What opportunities does my child hove to 
demonstrate that he or she con create a pro- 
duct rather than choose the right answer? \ 

BY ASKING QUESTIONS OF PEOPLE AT THE AREA 
OFFICES. AND THE OFFICE OF RESEARCH AND 
EVALUATION 

e How do FCPS fest results generally com- 
pare to test scores across the country? 

• Has the test performance of FCPS students 
generally Increased or decreased .over the 
last decode? In what subject areas? 

• Does hold any workshops or con- 
ferences to help parents understand tests? 

• What efforts have been mode to Integrate 
the testing program with curriculum and> 
Instruction? 

• Who decides what tests ore to be given? 
« How are norm-referenced tests scored? 

' • What ore the minimum competency test 
graduation requlrernents for students In FCPS? 
How mony tirhes con students take this test? 

' (cont. oftp. 6) 
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